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ast herds of reindeer migrated across the tundra of the north, and
% the tribes migrated with them. It was a time before settlement, a time
before animal husbandry and it was a time before nations.

The tribes would skirmish whenever two converged on one herd by accident,
but the results were far from disastrous. Most often, the weaker tribe conceded
without a fight, though sometimes they would raise the banners of war. On
these rare instances, the larger tribe usually left rather than face such a risk to
their people. Occasionally, neither side backed down and many, usually brash
young hunters, would be injured or killed.

Prisoners were incorporated into the victorious tribe, a practice that kept the
bloodlines diverse and strong.

This had been going on since the time before time. And, of course, one tribe
almost ruined it for everyone.

THE JAKKIOLENNA WERE THE MOST POWERFUL TRIBE IN ALL THEIR FROZEN
world, and so sure were they of their power that they eventually refused to
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Jakkiolenna’s guard as he crept into their camp. His body was taken to the
priestess of Iksi, who stripped his clothes and revealed his chest. A black sun
was tattooed on his sternum, a perfect circle surrounded by eight triangular
rays.

“Illa;” she said, “this boy serves Illa. Tonight we sacrifice an owl”

But the attacks did not relent, for a god’s power is not found only in
symbols.

When the Jakkiolenna reached the winter woods, the Sekkiolummi, their
only allies, were nowhere to be found. The other tribes, temporarily united,
struck them down. The few imperial survivors were distributed amongst the
coalition and the Jakkiolenna were no more.

“What of our people,” one young Illawen asked of Illakkes upon her return,
“what of the Sekkiolummi?”

“The gods direct us,” she replied, “and when we don't listen, we are lost. Our
parents are lost, and we shall seek them”

The Illawen set out north, toward the sea, to search for their parents. Led
by a young woman on the back of a dark gray reindeer, they were never heard
from again. Some say they died, of course, and others say they didn’t.
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